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SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 1049

On this day Bessie Mitchell wrote a letter to Eleanor Roosevelt asking for

help:

My name is Bessie Mitchell, my brother and my brother-in-law and
four other men are sentenced to the electric chair and are in the Death
House,

Maybe you heard or read of the Horner Murder Case or better known
as the case of the Trenton 6, in Trenton, New Jersey.

These men are innocent and the records show that.

Since the time my brother was arrested | have been fighting for him
and the other men.

They were arrested without warrants, held five days without a charge.
I begged the police to let me see my brother and they would not let me.

Then I went to several organizations, newspapers, Veterans Adminis-
tration, and even to the FBL [ also wrote to Governor Driscoll, Supreme
Court and many rich people, they refuse me in a nice way.

Then I lost faith in the United States of America.

I had always believed before that the people found justice here when
they couldn’t anywhere else in the world. Then I learned about the Civil
Rights Congress.

I begged them to help me. First they start to restore my faith in the
American people.

Then gave me courage to keep fighting to win.

I remember you when I was a girl how interested you were in Negro
People. Please help us now to restore peace.

My people can’t stand these police brutalities much longer.

I remain Humbul, [sic] Bessie Mitchell

E.S. Please answer
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Timeline

January 27, 1948: Death of William Horner.

June 15, 1948: First trial began.

August 6, 1948: First trial ended. Men sentenced to death.
September 1, 1948: Bessie Mitchell finds the Civil Rights
Congress.

May 16, 1949: First appeal to New Jersey Supreme Court.

March 5, 1951: Second Trial began.

June, 14, 1951: Second Trial ended.

October 20, 1952: Second appeal to New Jersey Supreme Court.

February 20, 1953: Cooper sentenced to 6-10 years. Paroled
August 11, 1953.



Exhibit S-2

Crime Scene — The Horner Store
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Bessie Mitchell with Flyers
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Civil Rights Congress Pamphlet









the press conference last Wednesday. From left to right: O
;hm English, mother of Collis English; Bessie Mitchell,
H. Thorpe, father of James H. Thorpe, Jr.
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Second Trial — Defense Attorneys
Alexander, Burrell, Katzenbach, Hays, Pellettieri and Moore




top row: Cooper, Forrest, MacKenzie
bottom row: English, Thorpe, Wilson




Thorpe, Cooper, English, Forrest,
MacKenzie, Wilson



The Verdict

(McKinley Forrest)
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Horace Wilson
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SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 1049

On this day Bessie Mitchell wrote a letter to Eleanor Roosevelt asking for

help:

My name is Bessie Mitchell, my brother and my brother-in-law and
four other men are sentenced to the electric chair and are in the Death
House,

Maybe you heard or read of the Horner Murder Case or better known
as the case of the Trenton 6, in Trenton, New Jersey.

These men are innocent and the records show that.

Since the time my brother was arrested | have been fighting for him
and the other men.

They were arrested without warrants, held five days without a charge.
I begged the police to let me see my brother and they would not let me.

Then I went to several organizations, newspapers, Veterans Adminis-
tration, and even to the FBL [ also wrote to Governor Driscoll, Supreme
Court and many rich people, they refuse me in a nice way.

Then I lost faith in the United States of America.

I had always believed before that the people found justice here when
they couldn’t anywhere else in the world. Then I learned about the Civil
Rights Congress.

I begged them to help me. First they start to restore my faith in the
American people.

Then gave me courage to keep fighting to win.

I remember you when I was a girl how interested you were in Negro
People. Please help us now to restore peace.

My people can’t stand these police brutalities much longer.

I remain Humbul, [sic] Bessie Mitchell

E.S. Please answer
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Turned Away from Hearing



Thurgood Marshall



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40

