






Timeline 

January 27, 1948: Death of William Horner. 
June 15, 1948:  First trial began. 
August 6, 1948:  First trial ended. Men sentenced to death. 

September 1, 1948:  Bessie Mitchell finds the Civil Rights 
Congress.

May 16, 1949:  First appeal to New Jersey Supreme Court.
March 5, 1951: Second Trial began.
June, 14, 1951:  Second Trial ended.
October 20, 1952: Second appeal to New Jersey Supreme Court. 
February 20, 1953:  Cooper sentenced to 6-10 years. Paroled 

August 11, 1953. 



Crime Scene – The Horner Store









Thorpe, English, MacKenzie, Wilson, Forrest and Cooper



William Patterson



Demonstrators





Bessie Mitchell with Flyers











Civil Rights Congress Pamphlet









Thorpe, English



Forrest,, MacKenzie, Wilson, Cooper











Second Trial – Defense Attorneys   
Alexander, Burrell, Katzenbach, Hays, Pellettieri and Moore



top row: Cooper, Forrest, MacKenzie
bottom row: English, Thorpe, Wilson



Thorpe, Cooper, English, Forrest, 
MacKenzie, Wilson



The Verdict 
(McKinley Forrest)



The Verdict 
(John MacKenzie)



Horace Wilson













Turned Away from Hearing



Thurgood Marshall
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